
The	Gunnison	and		Greater	Sage	Grouse	popula3ons	have	been	mapped	
for	decades,	but	only	one	detailed	mile-by-mile	na3ve	vegeta3on	
megatransect	of	their	habitat	has	ever	been	done,	in	1997	by		

Craig	Carlton	Dremann	of	the	Reveg	Edge,	Redwood	City,	California.	



This	grouse	vegeta3on	megatransect	runs	for	3,381	miles	and	recorded	
what	na3ve	plants	and	what	exo3c	plants	were	growing	at	each	post-mile	
from	California	to	South	Dakota	and	back.		



This	megatransect	provides	on	the	ground	condi3ons,	that	existed	in	1997	



A	Megatransect	can	provide	valuable	perspec3ves	previously	unavailable.	

1.)	Absence	or	presence	of	a	na3ve	grass	
and	na3ve	forb	understory,	lists	what	
species	were	present	at	each	mile	in	1997.	
2.)	Do	Sage	Grouse	require	a	minimum	
threshold	na3ve	cover	to	survive,	and	has	
that	cover	changed	since	1997	as	a	cause	
for	their	decline.	
3.)	Has	the	spread	of	exo3cs	such	as	
cheatgrass	helped	accelerate	the	decline,	
with	the	1997	loca:ons	noted	mile-by-
mile	for	the	various	exo:cs	encountered.	
4.)	Are	inten3onally	sown	exo3cs	like	
Smooth	Brome	and	Crested	wheatgrass	
making	major	contribu:ons	in	the	decline	
of	Sage	Grouse,	to	permanent	destroy	the	
chick	food	plants	and	make	those	exo:c-
sown	areas	unfit	for	their	survival.	



Percentage	of	roadsides	with	na3ve	grass	cover.	



Percentage	of	roadsides	with	pris3ne	na3ve	grasses	and	understories.	



Percentage	of	roadsides	sown	with	Crested	Wheatgrass.	



Percentage	of	roadside	sown	in	Smooth	Brome.	
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